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communications networking, information
and data dissemination and technology trans-
fer, and collaborative team building for
RD&D projects; and

(c) facilitate use of new information tech-
nologies for rapid dissemination of informa-
tion on biobased products and bioenergy to
and among farm operators; agribusiness,
chemical, forest products, energy, and other
business sectors; the university community;
and public interest groups that could benefit
from timely and reliable information.

Sec. 7. Definitions. For the purposes of
this order:

(a) The term ‘‘biomass’’ means any organic
matter that is available on a renewable or
recurring basis (excluding old-growth tim-
ber), including dedicated energy crops and
trees, agricultural food and feed crop resi-
dues, aquatic plants, wood and wood resi-
dues, animal wastes, and other waste mate-
rials.

(b) The term ‘’biobased product,’’ as de-
fined in Executive Order 13101, means a
commercial or industrial product (other than
food or feed) that utilizes biological products
or renewable domestic agricultural (plant,
animal, and marine) or forestry materials.

(c) The term ‘‘bioenergy’’ means biomass
used in the production of energy (electricity;
liquid, solid, and gaseous fuels; and heat).

(d) The term ‘‘old growth timber’’ means
timber of a forest from the late successional
stage of forest development. The forest con-
tains live and dead trees of various sizes, spe-
cies, composition, and age class structure.
The age and structure of old growth varies
significantly by forest type and from one
biogeoclimatic zone to another.

Sec. 8. Judicial Review. This order does
not create any enforceable rights against the
United States, its agencies, its officers, or any
person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 12, 1999.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:04 a.m., August 13, 1999]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on August 16.

Memorandum on Biobased Products
and Bioenergy
August 12, 1999

Memorandum for the Secretary of
Agriculture, the Secretary of Energy, the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency

Subject: Biobased Products and Bioenergy
Today I issued an Executive Order, ‘‘De-

veloping and Promoting Biobased Products
and Bioenergy,’’ to further the development
of a comprehensive national strategy that in-
cludes research, development, and private
sector incentives to stimulate the creation
and early adoption of technologies needed
to make biobased products and bioenergy
cost-competitive in national and international
markets.

Consistent with the objectives and activi-
ties in that order and to ensure that the Na-
tion moves efficiently to exploit the benefits
of expanded use of biobased products and
bioenergy, I hereby direct as follows:

(1) The Secretaries of Agriculture and
Energy, in consultation with other ap-
propriate agencies, shall, within 120
days of this memorandum, prepare a
report outlining and assessing options
for modifying existing respective
agency programs in fiscal year 2001
to promote biobased products and
bioenergy with a goal of tripling U.S.
use of biobased products and bio-
energy by 2010. Programs include,
among others, conservation and utility
programs within the Department of
Agriculture (including the Conserva-
tion Reserve Program and the Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Pro-
gram); technology assistance and
other small business programs; and
education and extension programs.
The report also shall include an as-
sessment of: (a) the evidence to deter-
mine whether modifications to the tax
code are a cost-effective policy option
for review by the Department of the
Treasury; and (b) the potential to ex-
pand use of biobased products and
bioenergy by Federal agencies includ-
ing co-firing with biomass at Federal
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facilities, use of biofuels in Federal
vehicles, and Federal procurement of
biobased products and bioenergy.
Such expanded use shall be consistent
with agency opportunities and the
President’s budget.

(2) In preparing this report, the agencies
shall:
(a) work closely with the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to ensure
that actions recommended reflect a
careful review of the environmental
benefits, concerns, and net environ-
mental consequences created by ex-
panded use of biobased products and
bioenergy. The factors considered
should include:

(i) impact on net emissions of
greenhouse gases including carbon
sequestered by biomass crops, and
substituting low net-carbon, biobased
products, and bioenergy for products
manufactured from fossil fuels; and

(ii) emissions of criteria pollutants
and air toxics and other environ-
mental consequences of production
of biobased products and bioenergy;
and

(iii) changes in water quality, soil
erosion, pesticide and fertilizer use,
and wildlife habitat as a consequence
of changes in land use associated with
biomass production; and,
(b) consider the findings and rec-
ommendations of the recently re-
leased National Academy of Sciences
report ‘‘Biobased Industrial Prod-
ucts;’’ the recommendations con-
tained in ‘‘Technology Vision 2020:
The U.S. Chemical Industry’’ by the
American Chemical Society, Amer-
ican Institute of Chemical Engineers,
Chemical Manufacturers Association,
Council for Chemical Research, and
the Synthetic Organic Chemical Man-
ufacturers Association; the rec-
ommendations by the U.S. agricul-
tural, forestry, and chemical commu-
nities from the ‘‘Plant/Crop-based
Renewable Resources 2020: A Vision
to Enhance U.S. Economic Security
Through Renewable Plant/Crop-
Based Resource Use;’’ and, ‘‘Agenda

2020’’ by the U.S. Forest Products In-
dustry; and (c) consider input from
other sources, including public-pri-
vate strategic plans developed by the
Departments of Agriculture and En-
ergy, the Environmental Protection
Agency, National Science Founda-
tion, Department of the Interior, and
other agencies bioenergy (power,
fuels, and heat), commercial and in-
dustrial chemicals, and other prod-
ucts and materials.

(3) The Secretaries of Agriculture and
Energy shall, within 120 days of this
memorandum, report on outreach ef-
forts to raise the Nation’s awareness
of the useful applications, benefits,
and costs of producing biobased prod-
ucts and bioenergy and adopting
biobased technologies including
workshops on new biomass crops and
technologies for producing and mar-
keting biobased products and bio-
energy.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this memorandum.

Videotape Remarks to the ‘‘Safe
Schools, Safe Students: What Parents
Can Do’’ Teleconference
August 12, 1999

Hello and welcome to the many parents,
students, educators, and community leaders
meeting in schools all across our Nation to-
night. I want to thank you for taking part
in this vital discussion about safe schools and
safe students.

Several months ago, after the tragedy in
Littleton, I called on the American people
to wage a national campaign to keep our
schools and our children safe. I am pleased
that you and so many other Americans in so
many communities are doing just that, step-
ping up to your responsibility, joining hands
in the search for common ground and con-
crete solutions.

The tragic incidents of gun violence in re-
cent months underscore the importance of
your efforts. The shooting just this week at
the Jewish community center in Los Angeles,


